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“The road is constantly deedless
and yet there is noj{fggg, not being done”

The title of the present book might be regarded as a reference to
Taoism and one could classify some of the poems as yin and others
as yang which, however, would be a rather incomplete approach.
The collection is in fact one long poem, a lyrical meditation of the
poet, who visited the East more than fifty times and, amongst others,
rendered Chinese and Korean poetry.

“The Road” (read TAO), contains references to Greek mf/thology,
such as Pegasus, the winged horse with the golden bridle, which
created fountains with its hooves, or to Nyx, goddess of the night and
daughter of Chaos. But the collection equally contains references to
Hinduism and to ZEN Buddhism, to the “Gateless Gate” or imagined
gate, barriers existing only in the mind, which one has to cross to
reach “The Road”. T%e majority of the poems were written in India,
which obviously has left traces in the collection.

“The Road” can also be regarded as the road of mankind: its past, its
present and - its unpredictable - future. But it is, more than anlything
else, the road of the poet himself, a lyrical record of his personal expe-
rience of various cultures, religions, and philosophies, in which one will
find Western thinking in harmony with Brienta values put in their old,
still up to date, or new, contemporary context and experience. The pre-
sent book, written at Fort Castle Neemrana in Rajastll'?an and illustrated
by Satish Gupta, has so far been Germain Droogenbroodts most suc-
cessful poetry book, published in more than 20 countries, includin
in Arabic, Czech, Dutch, German, Italian, Spanish, Mongolian an
in Chinese, thus having become again “TAQO”...
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What did the old prophets see
but not describe
in the solitude
which sharpens the mind
-or makes it err!

Did they hear a voice
unknown to us, experience a dream
granting awakening and certainty

firm as truth, as the word!?
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DID THEIR FINGERTIPS COUNT
the veins of the [eaves
did they read the lines
in the palm of eternity!

Did their myopic eyes
dissolve the darkness
did they recognise the signs, the dawn
in the face of the night!
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PEGASUS

Who broke the golden bridle

stole the horse!

Still there is water
at the well

but the hoofbeat dies away
without resounding.
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GODDESS OF THE NIGHT

Threatening,
as a beastly being
hangs darkness above the earth

what moon
brings us a glimpse of light

what sun
-which does not threaten
gives us a sign!
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WHERE 1S THE GREATER LIGHT
providing more [ucidity

where is the seer, the prophet
who hands as bread the truth
pure, bright and profound

where is the guiding star
which lightens in the dark

where is the secret power
which draws from the stars
the timeless orbit
the cycle of the planets!
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EROS[ON

to paintings of Luis Pla

What else

is this assault and
visible erosion

than assault
and erosion
of the invisible!’

Not the night
but the day will flee

when the crow
with her desert-voice will sing
the song of the void.

15
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TIME 1S PRESSING, pushing the sand

Scratch the word
in the stone and hope
that it remains

-not

as testament.

17
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STILL MORE, than the water
the air
and the heavenly constellation

is likewise cloudedthe visibility

which inwardly directed
disorders

much more
than merely the eye.
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[5 THE CREATION part
of the universe
the universe
of what is created!

Vain is the thinking
the vision falls short

what advances
is confusion and decay

the autumn is foggy
winter will be cold.
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to a work of Satish Gupta

W hiere did you come from
where will you go!
How long still will [ast
your eternity

-planet!
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15 EVERYTHING then Joss
blind calling
in the void

and searches the word in vain
faded letters

the road
the erased track

the present
the lost past!
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Prayer

Now, that the night falls
closing the eyes
from the day

and from heaven stores away
the tender blue

grant me, star
which from the night
lights up the blind eye

more [ucidity
more sight.
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Deseair poesn'T bear fruit
nor dream nor other life
but what is useless
and of no avail

[ike the night
born blind

sees nothing but

what the moon’s eye offers

sometimes vague
sometimes bright.
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The mirroring ought
to be unmirrored
the word reworded.

Depart from the road
as far as the boundary
of silence

where [ess is more
and the word, as truth
finds shelter, once again.
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But human kind, being restless
and ignorant, seek in vain
the well

and the bed

to where all the waters flow
and the sand.

33
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ReversisLe is everything
but where lies the border

who knows about the reversal
the darkening
the night!?

35
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T Hen FeLL for days a darknessn which
he tried in vain
to perceive
an image

a face

time.

37

The Road Japans.indd 37 @ 26/10/2010 10:34:10



W KHLEEET

%

38

The Road Japans.indd 38 @

26/10/2010 10:34:10



The Road Japans.indd 39

N IGHT

black eye.

Night
trembling eye
in colder cold.

Night.

39
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LIFE

Like an ephemeral flower

like a handful of snow
which for a moment glitters in the sun
and melts
slowly seeps away
merges

with and again becomes
-earth.
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Doks nothing remain, but
what the hourglass leaves behind?

a trace of bygones
a bit of dust
gathered by the ages

a speck

in the infinity
of the universe!

43

The Road Japans.indd 43 @ 26/10/2010 10:34:11



BN [ [ [ | e [ e [

BRE D DAKIZ IR
BHCEAELIZED
STEETBEDIE
ireCra ) A A4

Fe TR BT
ZET%

FHOHPT
YL SSE::

44

The Road Japans.indd 44 @ 26/10/2010 10:34:11



RN [ @

<
WP
engpui———
W

T imeLess is the future
of the beginning

what was and what is
will [ast for ever

only what is earthly
changes

in the universe
hardly anything.
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BUT

there is no shadow

[arger than its light.
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ResurrecTion

The tree of the universe remains erect
its stem is the baseless region,
the sunny top craves for the hidden roots
while the roots hanker for the sun.
Rg. Veda 1,24,7

lts roots in the mud
blooms whiter than the whitest white
the lotus flower
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OuT OF THE PRIMAL MUD of the earth
resurrected then as light and beacon
the sun

[it up the eye
alleviated the heart.

And he recognised
the face

the ground the fertile,
the prosperous [and.
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ENnLGHTENMENT

Finally
he went to the sea
barefoot

and counted
from the water
the drops

the grains
from the sand.
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THEN FELL as tinder
the light

and there was no truth
which was not his

complete as the word
yet unspoken.

Take it in your hand
as an oracle-stone which lights up
or burns.
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AND EVEN TO THE STARS he
gave lustre and light

they took it along

as victuals and breath
on their endless voyage.
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T HEN SPACE became all one light
the horizon disappeared
the boundary
between heaven and earth

time became erased
emptiness became fullness

or was it greater void
-revelation!
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M\ucH LATER then
beneath the infinite dome
of the cosmic space

he heard
barely audible
an unreal singing

-or was it greater silence!
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THE BOUNDARIES ERASED
the [anguage and the signs
so deeply engraved. Passed

through the Gateless Gate.
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MERGED was everything
things
humans
gods

the beginning and the end
timeless and complete

-one.
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GERMAIN DROOGENBROODT was born in
Flanders, Belgium. He is a poet, translator, pu-
blisher, organizer of international poetry readings
and congresses. He is also promoting interna-
tinal poetry by publishing activities and contac-
ting poets. He lives already 23 years in Altea, an
artist city at the Mediterranean in Spain and tra-
velled to many countries, including Asian areas.
Mastered Dutch, French, English, German etc.

Geermain Droogenbroodt has a wide and deep
knowledge of the Oriental philosophy and cultu-
res such as Buddhism, Hinduism, Tao and Zen in
China and in Japan, aiming at unifying the West
and the Orient by poetry. He has published over
80 books of international poetry, including an
anthology of Japanese haiku poets, Basho, Issa,
Buson and Shiki. He also knows about modern
@ Japanese poetry and has contacts with leading @
Japanese contemporary poets such as Makoto
Ooka, Shuntaro Tanikawa, Kazuko Shiraishi etc. who
offered and dedicated him their books. His latest
poetry books are “The Road” (TAO), “Counterlight”
and “In the Stream of Time”which have been trans-
lated and published in more than 20 languages,
including Chinese and Japanese. He is also General
Secretary of the World Congress of Poets (WAAC).
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he translator

oriko Mizusaki is a poet and a translatorl, now
living in Chiba-ken, in a Tokyo area. A gradua-
te of the Doctor course of Waseda University,
now studying and teaching English and the
comperative literature. Lecturer of Daitobunka
University in Tokyo. She published several
books of poetry in English and in Japanese, and
several books of translation from English to
Japanese, from Japanese to English. Participated
in several international anthologies in English
andin Japanese. Acted as an organizer for poetry
readings in the 76th International PEN Tokyo
Congress 2010. Recited in it a tanka work, in
Englishandin Japanese, "A Floating Bridge of My
Dream". She is a member of World Congress of

Poets (World Academy of Arts and Culture).
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