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Poetry
Alan Botsford

amamaist meditation

a perfect world, etymologically speaking,
would already be extinct before our uttering

it , what, into existence? thus is beyond

our Imagining (such spectacular displays

of nonrimagining notwithstanding).

butnote: were it not for this imperfect world,
uncalled for yet hereby claiméd

from the asyetto-be grasped colossal havoc of
the winged mind to the aget-to-bereleased
guiet calm of the grounded badly

how else blooms the ineffable?
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(LUMMOX JOJRNAL2003

amamaist wilderness

Silence in whichobene pitches
our timeless frontier! See
the ragged emptiness of words building the poem up
like a campfire around which we
may sit, crosdegged, its gorgeous embers
shooting wildly up intdhe blackness
of stars.

Silence in which one now takes a short Bilsteady
this din of our ethicless brain
which threatens with every newly turned phrase
to be found lost in the'wood

of your labyrinthine way.

Silence, silence . . . @e inside of you,

to name a thing is_joy. To speak

the name of a thing is joy. To hear

spoken the name of a thing is joy.

For you, silence, arenod6t you
but the real name for

the tenthousand things?

(UMBRELLA A Journal oPoetry and Kindred Prose Win2908-2009)
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the future of science & technology

taking the measure of nature's suffering,

what despair looks like (like waitin'

on the levy for your ship to come in, in a sea that died)--
Power Rangers, toxic avengers, poetry generators,

spiritual janitors, and old and new language-agers' long overdue
for a reality check, show

their feelings about lawless opportunities

turning memory

into travesty,

a sorry mess (touch this nerve).

yes, man's inhumanity

is brutal. death

takes no holiday in this

cautionary tale in which the peace

you've found within says, "it is my ambition to help you write
the bleakest and blackest crime ever"

so it's time, you think, to get invelved,
for "why is this an issue of emergency management?
it's an accident, isn't it?" just won't wash.

sure, the unknown is speaking: read

its intentions (big surprise awaits experience!)
but as for inspirational comebacks, how's

"I look at myself and see you"? or

"if you save my life, you'll owe me yours."?

meanwhile, seeds
continue exodus...

--letting go, never easy

(OFF COURSE LITERARY JOURN&ue #35, Fall 2008
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amamaist (role) model

Caught up in the moment is not a place to be
Feeling like forever but it’s for real,

For you’re still here, being none

Other than who you (think you) are

Or (thought you) were, paying no mind

To the boom or bust anywhere but here,
Sponsored by nobody while everybody

Is breathing life into who you are

Pressing the flesh of this text into,

Not sinking to any depths but showing

You belong in a motion that blows

Its horn on moral terms, hitting

The right notes for that elusive return

To ambivalence which comes out

To take you by surprise, like a draft

Of history rewritten one word at a time,

And which enables you to speak with an edge,
Converting energy into business drummed up,
Or dreamed up, on the catwalk of time.

(OFF COURSE LITERARY JOURNK&ue #35, Fall 2008
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amamaist effort

Out-of-sorts peace rebel (how much proof will be enough?) choosing to reduce his life
to essentials--the people he loves, and music--practices the spooky art of trading
places (Don’t worry about it, I’ll pay for the wedding)in which where you’d least
expect it silence is linked in memory to the rebirth that binds

humanity and gives peace new meaning (What chance does one have here, he
wonders, of convincing doubters?). But still, liking what he seés in a landscape of
solitude, where playing up the role of little guy doing time in the mirror (Turnaround
not yet at hand) is another steamy love story that doesn’t end, like the fairy tale,
except with the words ‘Just married’ being a thankless but necessary effort worth an
honest try.

(OFF COURSE LITERARYOURNAILssue #35; Fall 2008

Dirt

What dirt is ever cheap to the dead

Who dwell there, who having paid so dear to lay
Their claim and stake their share on bootsoles
To come, those who will mulch the soil

By their far-fated strides proceeding from
Another time before a mud-conjuring rain
Wipes the slate clean, when Adam

For his bride’s sake rises up and
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Molds out of clay his divine and divining Eve.

(STICKMAN REVIEW Vol. 8, No. 6)

Seed

Anybody can see the seed of change:

It curls, fernlike, outfrom under

Every moment, a tongue, a feather,

A flame lifting into the air,

Its presence, like a loaf of bread,

Rising to every occasion. And into

The soil of whereverit.is, it puts down

Rootss li ke fingertipsé before bunching

Like a fist into a buddingavolution.

(STICKMAN REVIEW Vol. 8, No. 6)
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amamaist compass

Where the day wanders under the shadow

The surprised look on the face of greeting, again!

Where the spirit flows from moment to moment

The hand of another unabashedly touching yours

Where the surrendering pulls you to its level,

The pain looking you in the eye

Where the breath releases its meaning

Into the moment falling

What is being said never

To undo the |Iife thatodés been | ed

Wherethe birds sit on the branches singing

The tree growing inward and spreading through the veins

Where the pulsing is felt
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The blood runs and runs

Across the sky where the clouds have gathered

In the darkening air and silence stirs

Where the voice you heaf dream approaching
Is where the birds have gone

(THE CENTRIFUGAL EYE POETRY JOURNAL Feb:2009 Vol. 4,)Iss. 1

Translating Myself

A writer's biography is in his twists of language.
0 Joseph Brodsky

If Asian-Americans why not AmericaAsian$d our dumbstruck into being is the
only way to describe it. Having made a change of scenery our life, we've been like
onesecretly hoping foran invitation to the big dance ever since. But to be taking
lessons from the cosmos, in pain and in joy, is tmléaw to walk the dizzying

edge between two worldshow, for instance, to enter a house shoeless like a
ghost; how, whenever you read, to read from finish to start; how to eatdwvstitls
wriggling and writhing in your mouth raw, and with a nod of your heé#o look

for the next sentence to be complete; and how in others you meet, you bow to the
newness you meet in yourself...
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Now, under pressure from lip service, it's time you offered leg¢win forces on
this trail of lost loot, and our money's on... (an idea on hold) ...finding patterns by
the numbers, perhaps? or more likely by going deep within, past perpetual
ambiguity and bewilderment, to tahtangly momentary certainty.

3

This quest for simplicity (virtually anything but) faces an identity hurdle. You're
scrambling on board the historical recdrdphemeral, y&s for fear of makiig
excuses obsolete...

4

It's the life and times of your words, anyhidwou are put under their taxing to be
spread like a cornucopia of big gains, taken with a grain of salt! These quicker
connections show a bit of mercy, togethernaggude and flair, all pulling

inward. But what should we make of thdis?ary of change, move baffles
analysts, but the growth habit is catching on

'Let's have revolutions that let peoplé't#ooks to have less say, for the

celebration it once was. You're looking past the rewards on arrival, the hard work
getting home can be, and look to an opening for 'Made in Japan,' for reflections on
a tranquii back street...
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6

Sure, you would have woken up to reality's challenge long ago if only you'd had
(the way everyone seems to) a precise knowledge of the past. Now you're waiting
for the future to move on, to where speech is the flosoaf and where we're all

just passing throug(though passions run high).

...Is 'perfect’ better than ‘flawless'? ...is it true, dogs 'innate’ cats? Best to stop trying
to teach yourself thanswers. If a book canbe a treasure box, we'll always be
neighbors.

8

Learning how to submit to the precious and strange is the way we love to love:
time remaining another 8 billion years! Wha to keep yourself for, anyway?
Once you lose everything, it's Odto be "immersed in sound that defies time and
narrative structure” is the only goal-now. Heress than org you don't have to
decide anything knowing the body itself is the proper ambroand strength in its
innovative‘bve and joy is what you find.

You're close to closing a deal with the long term, wondering if you can deliver,
wondering who you'll be making friends witim the road. The message from the
maze®d still sound (but a real lion's just another twist on lone wolf, look at your
using focus to speak out, how learning to adjust lightens one's burden).

10
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10

An upbeat tone follows sounding éfeven if some of us just love to hate, here it's
always soulsearching time. After all, doesmilk sound like a'miracle?

11

O heart the sea we ride on noikving light from darkness, nor contracting from
expanding... The pod with seed bursts open and spreads and lifts up not to heaven
but to memory where are reborn the Names spoken into the unappeasable void. | in
dialogue with it now aspire to a new placeime and in space, remembered

foremost as ovestepped and under wraps, transcending habits of thought and
constellating into the life of anew language being spoken and being heard forever
becoming what it is and what it will be.

12

Crows, teach me your blackness sound. Path, be the grass we wend our way around
that butterflies, white and fluttering, alight on. Voices of children marking the
distance traveled, doublsack to excursions noeygone on. Bird, unseen, | won't

run out from under your song but, like a fly in the sun, will bask in this sensing |
belong. Lizard on the path conjured as if by a wish, delicately climb basthtks
heavenward then vanish. Tree trunk I'm mistakenféotify this dwelling to

recognize my world by. Squirrels hopping from branch to branch of the trees, show
me what movement's like when free. Ant crawling this page's edge, clung to like an
anchor to the deep, stay, play until when | lay me down to stgeger on the

post, or is that fly, adhere to a hardness wood would praise, half on earth half in
sky. Then day, let dove winging above me before disappearing from sight, be
talisman of passing vision's oncoming night. Infant crying whose face | cannot see

11
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still your fears to let gently what becomes you, be.

If | pray, air, to breathe you in and out once more, let valves of my heart open and
close as motions of a creaturely door-beezed past my ear whose outline

morning with its anseething ground dvas here: where says bird with reérry in

its beakk He takes walks and lets talk of day make hay with shadow the silence
seeks, while a yellovtailed dragonfly, first my head anointing, lands beside me,
eyes green in the sun reconnoitering.

13

The writer, upon waking up, thinks: Everything | do is a translation from
somewhere, | don't know where; so | prefer to tell my story with as little violence
as possible (is it possible?). | will write #eelines from that place where | will
someday die, and be rebdrh know nowd so let the light growing steadier with
age become, like the spark in these depths, an opened eye!

(CORTLAND REVIEW, SUMMER 20TI8nslation Issue)

12
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The Mermaid

The mermaid captured mute
Tells her story of silence.

We build a cathedral of listening
To catch the echoes of what

She says. Buried cathedrals deep

(@)
2

I n the sea under the sea. |t
Twice as meaningful at half

The price, for hers is a currency

Of absence that embraces silence

And waits for the perspective to change.

We havenot the means to understand
Her only mirroring.her.

| swim the length of incomprehension

To see her reflection'in my words.

(POETRY PACIFIC August 2014

13
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Word for you

what word for you hits

a nerve

what word for you opens
a vein

what word for you is

a rush

what word for you blows
your mind

what word for you slows
it down

to get

around

and around

what word for you before
getting heard

is

a lesson learned

what word for you, hard-
earned, hits

home
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what word for you is

your “holy shit!”

what word for you cases
the joint before

making its point

what word for you holds
itself back

while you know it

has your back

what word for you is
before afte

(POETRY PACIFIC August 2014

Poem

There’s a concrete

Slab with a

Seedling sprouting through:
That’s you.

There’s a pair

Of pals in their

Natural habitat:

15
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That’s laughter.

There’s a runner
Racing by you

To the finish line:
That’s fine.

There’s a peace
You’ll never see
The full measure of:
That’s love.

There’s a feeling
That the other

Shoe never fits:
That fits.

Don’t worry.
There’s a change

In the heir

That’1l soon be read:

Enough said.

(POETRY PACIFIC Augst 2013
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amamaist journey

The word | heard
Hurt.

The word | said
Fed.

The word | felt
Dealt.

The word | saw
Was law.

The word | remembered
Lifted as a bird.

The word | sang
Gave wings.

The word | loved
Stood neither below nor above.

The word lentered
Tempered me

And took me everywhere
The sound of the temple bell went.

(POETRY PACIFIC December 2012
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deep

Nobody wants to go down

There. The pearl

Mirage all but

Faded from view.

Fathoms of an ocean muddied

With oil slicks, garbageand soap

Detergent churning suds ashore

On waves of desire,

Tides of longing, as breath conspires to be held
Long enough for the blood

To go coursing, palpable pressure

I n the veins felt, until.é
Oxygen surges back into your mesplit lungs.

(POETRY PACIFIC December 2012

| Shot the Poet

Shot him in the foot

Now. he canot wal Kk
Shot him in the chin

Now he candét talk
Shot him in the groin

Now he cané6t take
The ladies for a spin

Shot him in the shoulder

Now he candét <carry
The world aroud any longer
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Shot him in the eye

Now he wears a patch

Shot him in the back

Now hedbs slow to trust
Or become too attached

Shot him in the heart

Look at his dust

All got up and never,

No, never outlassed.

(POETRY PACIFIC December 2012

amamaist terrorism

You don't have to lead someone down a garden path

7

eto |l ead them down a garden path.

You don't have to push someone to a wall

7

et o push them to a wal/l

You don't have to breathedan s omeoneds neck

7

éeto breathe down their neck.

19
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You dono6ét have to spit in someoneds e

eto spit in their eye.

You don't have to box someone in

7

éto box them in.

You don't have to jump all over someone

éto jump all over. t hem.

You don't have 't o twi st someoneds arm

7

éto twist t hei r ar.m.

You donot have to hit someone bel ow t

éto hit t helm bel ow t he be

You donoét have to put someonedb6s nose

eéto put their nose out of joint

You don't have to knock the wind out of someone

7

éto knock the wind out of t hem.

You don't have to bring someone to thaiees

20
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eéto bring him to their knees.

You don't have to drag someone through the mud

7

eéto drag them through the mud.

You donot have to drawidsomeoneds bl ood

éeéto draw his bl ood-

You don't have to stick a knife in so

éto stick a _ knife in their back.

You don't have to cut someoneds t hroa

et o cut their t hhroat

Youc dondét have to hack someone up in

e t._oackithem up in pieces.

You. . don't, no, you doné6ét have to crea
--alas-

€éto create bloody murder

(Mi 6Te, No. 130 2015)

21
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amamaist heat

1 was thrown into the white heat, the tumult and trial,
the ferment and turmoil, the flurry and disorder.

1 was convulsed by and floundered in

the shivering and shuddering,

1 ebbed and flowed, 1 waxed and waned,

1 pumped in the swinging and fluctuating

to quiver in the sway

and flit in the pulse.

1 pitched and plunged, i bobbed and weaved,

1 tossed and tumbled from pillar to post,

side to side, round and round, in and-out, up and down,
and now the ardor of the cheerful fire has me crackling,
thermally loose in the burning and fully alive in the blooming,
the blush of dawn, the glisten of night

gleaming and blazing in.my blood,

gossamer and solid are the circuits of my heart.

(MASCARA LITERARY REVIEW APRIL)7, 2015

amamaist shot

The brain shot through

With Eros

Has a mind of its own

Were it opened for business
Where the heart shot through
With Eros

Is the lion among us

22
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Alive and well

Fiercely loyal to

No bottom line but its own
Mystery

Like

The stomach shot through
With Eros

Hungry for Otherness while
The intestine shot through
With Eros

Absorbs the lessons

(MASCARA LITERARY REVIEW APRIL)7, 2015

mamaist drops (1)

Time 1.s father s
Nose to the ground.

Space is mot her os
Sweat off her brow.

When togethethey

Lie in each otheroés ar ms,
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Poems happén

We are the needle
In the haystack

Of their love.

Hanging the nail on the wall

Of all is his crucifixion.

Death be not proud, he
Says, and peeks

Under the shroud.

Here, though,ite grace
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Note is a human

Being
The | ionds mouth is no place to prattle
When the | ionds share is more |istenabl

(In defeat, abundance.

In solitude, friends.)

(Deep space

Deepens time)

Just a book?

25
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Just a looR
People have died

From a look

| 6m -aord e X

| was spoken once, and
| was all

That was needed

To be said.

| 6ve been hiding
Under my mind

But now I 6m ready

26
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To sell the
Idea of where

| went.

Shot to death by
The sound of a word,
He flatlined his

Way back into Being,
As the birthday

Of your future.

Sl ow growthods victory
In the fast lane.

What 6s transitory

27
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Il s timeds gain.

Load up time

With memories

And the stowaway

Is always art,

Hiddenaway in the steerage

Until out in the open seas.

Dadoés debt h e
Owed the Dead
Games life

With strife.
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Mombés bent IS home
To which she comes

Each night, unspent.

Pulling magic out of a hat?

Grab it! says one.

Rob it! says aather.

Did you say wabbit? says still another.
Ribbitt, | say, for the hope of

The world.

Harmony is a thing of the past.
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Golden is the present.

While meaning is

What the future does.

Like birds in winter,
How do they know

| & time for them to go

For fear there is still

Too much fear in the air.

Come out of these words, come out
Count on our own flesh

And blood to be

In the garden.

30
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Petrified, the cuts running deep,
| see the woundimage

Il n my mindds eye.

The music the wind plays
Might twang like a plucked
String of a harp, or groan
Like a cello, but this time
The wind plays it by heart,
Night and day only a

Breath apart.
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The crowbs perch
Is limited by

The eagl ebs eye.

He became a rock

In the road, smoothed

By a thousand steps, kicked
Eventually into a ditch
Where he was picked up
And used in a wall

That stood a thousand years.
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Youdre right, | 1 f e

Doesnodot start
In the body.
Hunger originates
In theheart

Of existence

If existence has
A heart.

It is ours

To follow

As our pilot.

It goes out,

Out goes

Our light.
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In all my days of heart

It still doesndét make any mor e
Sensé art or no art.

To muddle through

|l 6ve | earned, however,

Takes art.

What mothering instinct

| snodt soon. . fathered in I nk?

(POETRY KANTO 2015 No. 31)
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mamaist drops (2)

Let the salamander outrun
Ni ght 6s opening door ;
Cast your own shadow in

The flame of morning.

While youbre going all the
Way from heaven to hell,
Stop in and see me sometime,

Said the canary to the cat.

The fetus curl he slept in
On cold nights warmed
The hearof his death

Which he kept watch over
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In his dreams.

What does a daisy give?
A daisy gives a fig.
The lotus, though, blossoms

From the inside out, true to itself.

Salve is tle best boon

Money cané6t buy.

The end of now

Begins now.

| sought to wed

Dream and poetry

To make both true.
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For fathers go forward
Where mehers go backward: thus

A word is born.

A word that crowesurfs its way to center stage

To be seen and heard, is obeying not the word of law

But the law of words.

There was oncepon the time the end.

Now before after, is just after.

Own your own

(@)
—
~—

D

iis 1t o&r I S n

With the body in mind,
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| mind the body.

Beyond contol but tantalizingly watchable

Is the subconscious.

Past makes present commodify the future

Bought and sold in the marketplace of sound.

Alphabet soup and humble pie dished out
To the budding poet s

Their appetite for life and glory.

of t he wor

Steamrolled into politics, | 6ve

Depths lying beneath the pavement of stars.

The taprooof the poet is spine plus pain, in equal measure.

d

di
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The heaviness lifts with each letter written down.

(POETRY KANTO 2015 No. 31)

mamaist drops (3)

There are no depths. Appearance is the summary of phenomenae.
0 Joseph Brodsky

Sleep has eoundness |
Dwell in

And a soundness | am
Foundin

Well and truly.on
mornings like this

Did you expect how beautiful it would be
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Not to slip away,

But to stay

Even if at times brokenly, reluctantly
On this heartentered

Path leading you on youvay

To the whole

Body d our lived sleep?

this is the inside

that fought like hell to get out

this is the split hair

t hat wondot go away
this is the way of the w/hole in the heart
like the sky before rain

this is the trial

of the right tobe long
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sin short, this is the more

of the |l ess | 061I]1 say
slipping the noose of what is known

makes this what it isthe cusp

between before and after

this is the light

of night retreating into day

you come
down here

to mirror whatos
up

lots of birds today,

every which way

songs behind and in

front of me, indoor
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songs and outdoor songs

heard

not on the run but on

foot nonetheless, ever so and
so like a

wish already flown

away, like the crow saying,
AHey, wai't

For me! 0O

in a skyfull today

of other

Crows.

So help me, then,
As death above

And bel ow drones one
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We all compete

To become a judge,

Or at least for a better

Hotel room.

In the annals of day to day folly
The voices heard rankle

The smoothness of our cdaotions
Of what is divine

Or sacred

Or just

What we know goes flat
Against a pavement of stone
Unless rain

Can roundly restore

What pours through the heart
Passing for the color

Red.
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(POETRY KANTO 2015 No. 31)

Antaeus in the modern world

Antaeus bearing the world up

On his strong shoul der:s
The ants in column after column

Marching up his legs from the ground

Beneath his feet. He would have sung

His anthem to the sky had he but time,

But since that was running shang

Stood his ground holding up the world,

Forthehot t he owl at night

Little Bo-Peep finds his way

doesnodt

gavee

not i
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Through the bramble bushes of power.

He better than most knows the late hour,

He who can undo the fragment

And paste wholeness in a word.

|l t6s what we do now, he thinks,
The reign of terror all around him

While, in cold silence, he blinks.

(And you know wherever he goes,

The | awyers arenot. far behind.)

The weight gravity gives him

Is not his own, the cup of coffee

He delights in ader the canopy

Of officialdom has his blood

Racing at a slow boil, as Brother Ant

Spel | s -GiHN. Eald, JohnJ

(@}
(9]

|l t6s not t hese and it not t hos e, h e
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The Father whods come to see the gift
Not to be exploited but to be loved

(as headsad off to sleep, if not

in agreement, thinking to themselves:

Al wish never to die alone. 0)

Is he going to be here another five

Years, theyore -wwtofl wondering. Woof
Comes an answer, heard through an open

Window from far away. His magic

Mastersneither time nor space, not

Even the expression on his rivalds

Face. No, the magic he wields, wanes.

While the Mrs. sits at home
Pounding the table yelling AMore!o

Able to state the obvious
46
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In a not so devious fashion. David

Bowie, meanwhile, sdgs his next

Lover backstage, the concert over

And done with, a memory made

Skin on skin for a future tall tale

That grows smaller with each telling.

Whod6d do me this way,;, were his | ast

Wor ds, not even the silence would answe

(POETRY KANTO 2015 No. 31)
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FromOnly the dead have seen the end of war

Alan wags his tail and takes a bite-sized chunk

Out of the world, our Rover, Red Rover a‘true

And loyal friend for which, sir, | am-amazed,

LF¥ y2d LI SR oethwugh, & &2dzQ0dS
An obstacle course courtesy of us Japanese

That no gaijin navigates painlessly. It appears

The price paid-a fearful one, but luck of the draw

Has protected you somehow. We bend our knee

To the holiness of the endeavor. Who shall see

The invisible territory so clearly as you do?

We poets must stick together, whatever

hdzNJ € | y3dzZ- 3SPd | 2dzQ@PS aK2g¢gy dza

Oshiete kudasai, ne?
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--Nov. 2014

The infiltrating tourist-poet, footloose

In Japan, gone too soon, lost to

The mountaintop volcano he visited

In the south, the seeker of movement;
Excitement and danger. He took his

Chances climbing, he made a name

For himself rhyming. A story he lived

But never quite finished, or at least not

On a grace note anyway. Instead, lost

One night near the summit, never to

Come back down the slope again, alive.

| SQ& LI NI 2F 20KSNJ LIS2L) SQa
Stories now, they recount moments

Or sing of passing encounters with this

Poet. He snapped the book shut on his story.

Now we must remember him. His last

A

dzy FAY A & KSR
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Day alive he fell in love

With an edge or ledge he never saw.

(i.m. American poet Craig Arnold, lost in Yakushima, Japan April, 27 2009.)

--Dec. 2014

Alan you speak of stone-O2 f R @wdzl o KL 01Qa 2t R

DSGa &a2tRXZ FYR #SQNB {dFf1Ay3a Y2ySesx K2y
LGQa ¢ KI theyday, theSvarl spih &

And I will rake in the bucks where | can,

Even when dissing a wannabe poet and editor

2 A0KZ L FTRYAGS OK2LJA 2F KAa 26y ® . dzi € S
Cut to the bonet rules are to be obeyed

And hearts too open get flayed, so watch

2 K 8 2dz idséasonoboiitQa Ol &

That wires the brain to its chemistry

LQPS GNIAYSR Fff Yeé tAFS G2 YFaldSN®P ¢KS
CKFOQa lye FlLadSNIAYygdA(lGSa oft26a G2 NIFAY

526y 2y e2dzx &2 1S8SLJ Al 26 FyR $8Qft 3
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Places all in good time, not by involuntary rhyme.

--Dec. 2014

Alan hello. How the hell do you hallow
Your hell and stay sane? Japan is like
A weathervane-- to protest is vain,

To surrender, a bane. We all know

LGQa oSSy-fallin AsthaNeR N& Ay |

¢t22Y OGKI O ®82dz KFE@SyQd 332G NBIFIR® ! 3L Ayal

The grain gets you nowhere nowadays,

Except more pain. You must enjoy it

hNJ &2dz 62dzZ&ERY Qi R2 gKI 0 &€2dz R23Z
¢KIFI0Qa G6KS 2yfée SELXLIylLGaAzy S KI @S
For the puzzle you are. We adore

¢KS ad2NASa:r GK2dAK® YSSLI) WwSY O2YAy3o

--Dec. 2014
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Alan playing with marbles

And letting them fly where they

Will is dangerous, but what a

CKNAEE (G2 &aSS 6KSNBE GKSeQff 3I2H

L OFyQlG GKAY]l 2F | 68008 NI LS

With a nose for the big mysteries!

LQY | oA3 Fly 6K2 grhaKSa e2dz gSftf=
¢tK2dzAK (KS KStf @2dz00S 0SSy (GKNRdJAzZAKSX
L KSFENRX G221 Ata G2ttt LOQa GKS

Dance ofthesoul, 'S Qa OF tf AGZX

I YR L-Sep With yodaawvhile.

We know you know they know.

Li R2S8ayQi YI1S Al Fye SHEASNE &2dz 1y29¢

For every whiff Charlie Brown makes,
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does he ever get any closer

to kicking the football? His

success is like that.

Who does he think he is?

| SQa -IFMABNIGKF 1 Qa K2
wSIFRe (2 aiNBGIOK S@OSNEB2YSQ&a AYIIAYylIGA2Y

To the beyond, and back again.

--Dec. 2014

Vi

We have found common ground, if

Only momentarily,.in the land

hT 2dzNJ WaSO2yR ftATSQY GKS 2yS 2dz2NJ gA@Sa
BlessuswitheveryRIF @ @ L G Q&a |

Lesson worth learning, as we poets

Must, who come from afar and
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Wage our battles to earn a star

In some distant firmament we

5dz0 G FdzidzZNBé¢d ¢NB | &
The bar being set high humbles us

In the daily rounds, as you pointedly

Say. What a way, | might add, you

| @S 6A0K g2NRaAP { dzOK
Be long unrecognized, if not belong

To the ages, sir, were it up to me.

But much needs to be done.

And done, | am, for now.

--Dec. 2014

vii

Xb2 RdzS RAftAISYyO
. 2dz O2dzZ RYyQl oNRGS |
To change my world, so there!

Squeezing the ounces out

S gAlGK2dzi

S YAIAKEGZ

AVA L

112 SY

g2y Qi

Al o
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Of him will put me in the saddle.

Why else waste time and energy

On the flower stemmed in

Waters of violence and bloodshed?

Who cares that he signs up for

¢KS ySEG LI &aairy3d 6l gSo LQff KEGS
2 K| G h&iSgQsNOT my motto.

A dim reminder of him in my memory

Soon. Have a follow-up chat

YR OKIF 0Qa-itd Kl d® ¢KS adl NJ
Front-pager stalls the years.

His rounds on the sly

22y Q0 1SSL) KAY FTfeo

The indispensable, the

w2dzy RyYySadasz> GKS gKAUGSX 1YYZ
Changeling with a will ofiron

52S& y2i0 + atr-@gS YI{1{SX LQtt ass
His head rearing up to be

| ' YYSNBR o001 R2gy F3FLAYyX 1YYZ

May have other things on his mind.
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--Nov. 2014

viii

The tall white-haired gaijin-sanlights

L) 2dzNJ aLJ OS gAGOK KAa -SeSaed LOEft adasSlht
Athimg KSy KS 2214 légled LGQa avlff

In the distance | am, but | can feel

When his glancing eyes land on me. A thrill,

L FRYAUGSZS 0dzi KSQa YINNASR® ¢KSNBEQa KAa
And his son, tall like he is. | wonder where

| SQ& FTNRYK 2K2 aléa ¢S WFHLIySaS 3IANI A
[ Iy Qi Knthe Bb? Hedzyvhere people

Come to die, or get better, or get born, even,

¢CKSNBQa y2 20KSNJ LIXIFOS LQR NI UGKSNI g2NJ ¢

--Nov. 2014
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Alan flabbergasted | was by you

And your radio station playing in
Your head non-stop that we all
Overheard and learned from, hearing
It shook our nerves and pelted our
Sense of selft those waves of

Electricity sizzling on a hotline

2§ 0O2dzZ RyQid 3ISG Sy2dzakK 2F &Sid TSt

To know more about. Where, after

All, had self disappeared?

Sayonara-sam-i-am we called you,

Wetting your pants in a.cosmic dance.

We thought you silly, to be sure,

Girly even. What did you get in return?

I Oel0fSQa-mouhMgi K 2F ol R

Trash talk from the likes of me.

| OKAS@GAY3 6KIG 6SQNBE KSNB

hy SIENIOGK G2 R2>X Aa gKe gSQNB KS
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She deserves a chance,

A dying chance.

Here the wheel turns
Where love burns
And the heart learns

And unlearns.

What the cattle prodders do To earn

'y K2ySal RIL&8Qa ¢4 3S La (Aff FYyAYILTfa
fast, oh so fast Not to ease their pain

but to Get them as quickly as they Can

toYF N] Shd ¢KS YEN] SGIQa ¢KS (KAy3Io®

Victim spared his victimhood And catches
the next wave. He moves quite loud

And tears up the dusty Road behind him.
| SQ& -wheelindNdBeSWith the nose
of a coyote And the guts of a rattlesnake.

L ¢ 2 dzf RY Qiley ghduzBast i, S Y 2
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L ¢2dZ RyQéG Lilzi GKS blYS IFYS LI&G KAYS

0KS 2yfe& DIFEYS LQR Lilzi LI &d KAY Aa

The shame game: he has none.

Terrorized by somnolent others,
The self woke in a frenzy. It knew
It was shark bait but swam in
Those waters anyway, a damnable

Fate by any stretch of imagination.

{KSQff O02YS NizyyAy3IX
Beauty will, into

. S1radqQa FNxao

OK everybody acting up

In the world, know your places.

¢KS LINKROSa 6SQOS LI AR YdzailyQi
Lose their value now.

The dollar signs we track

Our journey by are everywhere

We turn, may it remain that way
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For now, for the sense it makes

To us.

He lives in the street with zero
To his name. He rises and falls
LY SOSNERo2Reé&Qa 3l YSd 2 KSNB

| SQff 3A2 ySEG y202Re (y2sa &Sio

| SNBE Q& edeiia®iNE &
The balls he has for his art,
Coin-tossing lwant no part of.

Let the wrists bind some other day!

Hallowed be

His namelessness.

Parlor on

For the player.
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| play to win.

And what do you do if

The snow-job melts?

Leave the puddle behind. Ha-ha-ha!

The comers are coming.

All of them.

Nothing so gauche

As to be unsoc.

2 SQf f Lyzi. GKS a201] a
Back on his feet

And make nice.

The'ice.in my veins,

(0p))

| 26 SOSNE. 62y Qi o
Going anywhere soon.
{dzyaKAYS 62y Q0 YIS

Nice with me.



DIOGEN pro culture magazine & DIOGEN pro art magazine -ISSN 2296-0929; ISSN 2296-0937
Publishers online and owners, Peter M. Tase and Sabahudin Hadziali¢, MSc
E-mail: contact_editor@diogenpro.com / WWW: http://www.diogenpro.com/

--Nov. 2014

X(the anybody man)

Mr. Botsford has wit and wiles

Away the time with us, too.

52y Q0 2271 dzLJ G2 KSNJ
Down her blouse,

The sunny wings are waiting.

Lord it is too late

For great humility.

Her vitality is

Eloquent in starlight.

Root is the capitol city

A A

ThetreesOF y QU aSS
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But can only feel

In the branches and leaves.

Yet | warm to his voice.

Be artful of thy memory.

There is so much more humility
To do before the wind shifts
And the moon pulls down

The wave onto the shore.

What happened to me

Was elemental.

The Anybody Man'is

Nobody | want to be.

--Nov. 2014
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. @& (0KS S32a Ay G2éy: & KS. Ldza A
Seem to bother him too much. The damage

Is done, he admits, and moves on, staying

Ever positive and upbeat.My M.O., too.

Though what the peeps of Tokyo do, poetry-

Wise, is of interest, he says give them a

2 ARS O0SNIKX YR L gAffX (G220 | SQa ySAIUK
{YFff y2NIL YSFIYy>S odzi KFa SeSa T2N gKIidQa
Wise, the cost'to him be damned:. Qf £ 6 NAIKGSY

Up his herizonif | can, no holds barred.

The'old.guard weighs on-him, pressing

Their wants and needs on his gentle soul,

YR y2¢ GUKS WySg 3AdzZa NRQ R2Sasx G220 1| S
22yQi oFAf 2y YSI YR F2NJOKIFG LQft o68S
Grateful. The low-key genius minces no

WorRAZ F2NJ Fff KSQ& ¢2NIKP LQff y2i0 LlzaK
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Further. My future shines brighter for

His being there, a Chauncy Gardener tilling

Japanese soil himself where others fear

To tread. He faces his dread without being

Ghosted: what prescient core he must live by,

And die by, too. No complaints from me.

LQY 3FYAYy3 y2062Re odzi YeasStF> KS
Il YR KSQa NAIKIP 2 KSNB (1yYyAdkia 27
Off into the sunset, he dismounts at dawn

And walks the extra-mile with a smile

¢CKIFGO R2SayQi FEtAYyOK Ay GUKS Tl 0S:
DeepRAGAAA2Yya KSQa NAOGSY o0& 42yQi

61 Ny asz

& 2NB5 N

eSazx 2

aitz2L) Kj

¢t K2dzZ3Kd vdAE2GAOK L R2y Qi 1y26d ¢KS YI R

Have their own star to navigate by, which

| SQa OSNIlFAyfe y20 &alR lo2dzid ¢KS fSIR

Rudder.is trustworthy toboot. For what?

I 0t SSRAY3I KSINIQa 22dzNySe 02 KStt |yR

L @dck him and go the distance if | can,

This man in Japan. That, for now, is my plan.

X¢KS 3Idz2eQa 3I20 ySNBSs o6dzi OFy KS

(@p)

a6 SNIS
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l g & FTNRY GNRdz2ofS GKFGQa O2YAy3I KAa ol @&

2 SQftf 4SS GUKS RlI&da GKFG yA3IKG IABSE KAY
The knowledge of, and be on alert for the waves

| Ad LI NIAOCESQa Ay F2NWP ¢KS aSlFakKz2NBQa v
Turf, rough as rocks or smooth as glass.

Let the banner wave he rides take him

Homeward. Power-dzLJ KS 62y Qi Ayaiaid 2y o

Invest he will, skillfully, too, in the moment

One person at a time, and rhymes with

His interlocutor, likeable or not. | say

Heave the shits out the window and keep

The rest entertained. The comic vision he

Inquires about is, without a doubt, my

Lifesaver. When | go overboard, it puts

Me in sight of shore, a light in a

51NJ Sy SR séefithout. OF y Qi

Holy Dante must be his anchor, for

He said as much. The man has a temper,

LQBS KSINRIZ (G2 YIGOK KAa 6SIFGKSNBR FI OS
A solid specimen he is, of the human race.

Cheesy grin calls no mousy agornto
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| O02dzy iz o6dzi LizidGAy3 LIAR | A2y Q& &K N

Of space by a mind warmly capacious and,

To his credit, cooly cosmic. Where does he get
His wherewithal, | wonder? And how

On earth will a roar like his ever

Get heard, while the nibblers nibble

Away and the hammerers hammer away

From beginning to end?

--Nov.2014

Xii

Verily | say, every ever after
Is an-Everest, versing
With the seasons, returning

Without fail.
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LQY 2dzali | LXIF&8SNJ gAGK y2

LT Ad0Qa K2YS ¢6SQNB 3I2Ay3 ol O

LT A0Qa K2YS 6SONB SIH@Aay3as

In the city of the soul
LOQa | tglea {ljdZ NE hyS
Where the Self is of common

Ground with the Other.

| am the Way, said Jesus.

But what of the Way Taoists follow?

--Nov. 2014

Xiii

The dim sumand the yakitori
The bogus us and the real we

The hoped for result and the shining process

LO@S 320 A0 O20SNBRI 'flys |

2 500S GNJ} @St SR | 3INBI G

RAAGL!

yIYSo

G2z
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LGQa ¢KI G OKtiedeili 2 NE Qa |+ 0 2 dzi

In the details. Including God.

.dz00z a 2Ffd arART €£tS0Qa y20 FNHdzS GKS
After all, the data says it much better than we can:

I NAAL) FANE Fdzidzyytt €SIF@gSa> FlLYAfte 02YyR
2 SONB fdzO1ASNI GKIY Y2ald®d [ 2yYySEASNE LISNK
52y QG 6S F &a0NIYy3ISN® {dke Ay (2dzOK®

Your friend, rival, and fellow editor.

Then he turns
Away, never looks
Back, and forgets

He was even there.

--Nov. 2014

Xiv

lfyQa aSEés FyR glyda KSNYfRAYy3ID

52y Qi ¢S Iphyinggame KS R dzS a
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2 SONB Ay KSQa y2 Fry 2F3 odzi ¢AGK2dzi

Another game plan, how will he proceed?
'S 1y26a GKS GSN¥ya a2 LQfft NBASNBS
A spot in his upcoming graces. What else

Is a newcomer like me to do? Besides,

P

LOGQftt 06S dzaSTdzZ G2 NARS Ay KA& Y2302NDI R

l g KAE ST GF1Ay3a YS LIXIFOS& LISNKIFLA LQR
Not otherwise go. The share and share

lfA1S OAOGS KSQa FJ20 3IF2Ay3I LQff RIyOS
Around for now, till | know better

The steps and where it is leading.

--Nov. 2014

XV

The trail of blood the gaijin
Leave wherever they go, hardens
Into the House of Hate that this

One here must inhabit he calls
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G{ OK22fé¢>x a0OKz22f SR
Us Japanese whose days are ancient

As they are Newtonian. Yes, mastery

Of nature, if not of English, has taught

Me a thing or two about the West. Heed
The caution you would throw to the winds
Or the House will crumble under the weight
Of gravity you know little aboutt history

By any other name. Who, sir, are you to speak
Of the future when the past cloudsour view
Of it, like a fog that never lifts. Nippon

Has its mysteries, to be sure, but he

From foreign shores can never wade

Into its waters without tides and cross-
Currents:endangering his every step.
Remember: the sea you see is not

The sea we see. Icy cold, too, to the

Touch for both of us, though we

Japanese have warmed to you Yanks

Over the years. Hawaii alohas me

Il YR Yeé TFlFYAfeéesx odz

AY GKS

Y2aif

gl ea

Y

e

27T

FT2N) Y2y S
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L 1y26® ., 2dz2Q0S ONRIZAKG @2dzNJ LINKOAE $S38

Into my land and expect a glad-hand

¢2 frad + ftAFSOGAYSK 52yQi O2dzyid 2y A0®
Madder than a hatter are you if you do.

We sell-outs have a job to do, the point

Gotten to, keeping us on course, whatever

Wide-angle lens you may see through.

The film unrolls for the parts we playt

Me the doctor, you the patient, though

Believe me my patience is more than tried

By my talking to you. Seize the day!,

You yanks say. But for we Japanese,

LGQa ¢l 1S Al G#ahalKS o6yl 2N GFYy1TH |
¢CKS LXTPTYy|l @2dzoglf] 2y 2y | LANI GSQa RA
aSlt ya g SQKNEmeyBgedye?2 dzi

--Oct. 2015

XVi
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dzii G KSys @&2dzQ@S

Re-paid the debt.

Ego run rampant

Knows to repent.

Baseball language
s artfult as

In coming home.

--Oct. 2014

XVil

2 AYYSNR& OANDES 02YSa dzLlJ a K2 NI
For both of us, but he, resolute,
Presses on. What shine he once
|  RE aKIl R2

7

ga y2¢6 NBLIIFOS® LIQa |
KSQa 324 3FrAayad (K N
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L 4SS 4KSNB KSQa J2Ay3Is 2N GNBAY3

¢2 3I2 GgAOK (GKAAZ YR ¢62yQi RA&ZEA KAYOD
Dire straits make pals of us when

Demons come calling. Or ought to,

He says, without any irony to his name.

We paddle our boats forward against

Strong headwinds, the river-crossing

From memory to forgetfulness and back

Again. Why else take Dante into

hySQa o2F4K al{S NR2Y FT2NJ 5 RR&

After all, as it should be. Mystery half-

{2f OSRPOKSQAY &LIANARGES LQtf KI @S

¢2 alex FyR ¢62yQiG YI1S 20KSNA LI &
Admirable traits in my book. I'look

Forward:to reading his next chapter.

A decent chap, that poet, a man yet

With a heartbeat heard round the world.

--Oct. 2014
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Xviii

Botsford has an eye

C2NJ ¢62YSy odzi KS 62y Qi ¥Ff &

The coop. He loves and cherishes

His wife, but oh the strife

He must have endured at the

Hands of balling profs. Enough

LQ@®S aSSy 2F (KS @g2NIR.02 (y29

¢ KS LINAOS KSQa LI AREZ FyR O2yGAydzSa
¢2 LI eéd LQff GKNRBO KAY | fAFSEAYS
Andplayo SyA3aye LiQa (GKS Sl ad

| can do for this American in Japan

Who smiles in‘'the bargain. A poet

Without.a name isa waif without

A home.in my book. The world

22y Qi NBI R tSG ft2yS 2LSys

His text of harmony and bliss,

And can you blame us? Ours

Is a land riven by war. We

Who whore for more life
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Suck dry as dirt the living heart.

Call us the undead. We have fed

On the likes of you for our bread.

A

LiQa yI ddNBQa o6SFad 2F GKS 9Fadaz I yR

N
<

c

The rest the West will never know!

--Oct. 2014

XIX

That the high-minded receive low blows
|l s proverbial 6so whatodo material. My fo
Il n Nippon did me in, and it didndot make
The news, so why should your woes? Not
That they arenfobhutr eladve mind you
Heard tell wackier tales from your wild
Imagination. We gorge on those delights
But must earn the right to publicly share them.
To get heard, itds called, one word at
| f wedre lucky. The Omined stuff plays
Major role no matter what line i poetic or
Otherwisen your heart follows. Waiting
To break the pattern of action-reaci on doesnadt
Make it any easier, | know, but the time
It takes for a new rhyme to jell is worth its
Weight in dross-turned -gold. So hang in
There, Al an, though you wondt <catch me
Saying so directly. Most things, as Emily
76



DIOGEN pro culture magazine & DIOGEN pro art magazine -ISSN 2296-0929; ISSN 2296-0937
Publishers online and owners, Peter M. Tase and Sabahudin Hadziali¢, MSc
E-mail: contact_editor@diogenpro.com / WWW: http://www.diogenpro.com/

Said, are better left unsaid. Beingdead helps

One to get heard, so It is saideée We
Poets, meanwhile, dondt have a pot
To piss in. In the muse we must trust!

--June 2014

XX

My brand is contraband.

LQff 0SS GKSNB. F2NJ é2dz

LT 82dzQff 0SS UGKSNB. T2NJ YS
To agree not on history

But on the view

Going forward,

Or is.it backward,

Of, in aword, mystery.

| exist, therefore | am.
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But this | is miserable

Is this a flow?

Not a chance.

(Policeman fires a gun at a man standing inside a hotel entrance.

Daiyo nd M.says,

leaving a room and slamming the door behind her.

You have to know the details.
Just knowing the details

Makes it funny.

Smashing the idols, before

Being smashed yourself by

The idols erected in their place

s the stateless grace we find ourselves in,
Crossing borders at will and at

Your own risk, the thrill of
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Staying in one place now gone,

Replaced by the fluid up and down,

Side to side motions of those real pistons

Powering the imaginary engine whose

CdzSfax GAYS YR &LJI OSx @&2dzQ@S NYzy

Out of, leaving you in a ditch by

¢tKS aARS 2F 21 ft0Qa 2LISY NRPIFIR gl AlGAYy3
The next vehicle to come along

To tow you to the nextstation

In your ongoing journey to the stars.

Dearest fugitive whoever-you-are.

Besides, yourKkind of guy wants

¢2 ISH AYyG2 SOSNE IANIQa 1YyAO|ISNAEZ

Witk . 0 KS 1AOTSNI 6SAy3as aKSQR S0 &2dzH

| 26 Qa (GKS 3Idze K
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Quite natural, naturally.

2 K GQa KS 2dzi G2 LINRBROSK

¢CKIFIO KSQa adatft 3I246 KAA INR2OS
And is now on the move

To placest for all the troubles

| SQat@lISy KSQa ySOSNI oSSy

This | gotta see.

And what happened lefthim

-

RSOlIadl SRY YR GNRBAYy3I G2 FALf

[N
A
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Short and sweet, and
Really wonderful. |

Read it and wept--while
Everyone else slept--until
My heart was full.

That much he is real.

From him you could steal
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Everything, and still

| SQa B24 Ad I f
LOQa y2 FLFLff FTNRBY 3INFOS
He suffers, only neglect from

The powers-that-be, except

For the rubberneckers who strain

To see what our Westerner looks like

On his Asian moon, in whose

Shadowy realm he makes himself

Home, with the door to a consciousness
Wide open through which helets us walk;
Body and soul, to see

7

2 KOG AdQa tA1S G2 o

(0p))

Heartbreakingly whole.

The'mental energy he has
Staggers the imagination and
Boggles the mind. Let his
Body of lies on its eastward
Journey tell the whole

Truth his brokenness belies.
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| have disorder.

| hated that jail time.

Dreams offer new airwaves for channeling real life.

--Oct. 2014

PR
DIOGEN pro kultura
http:/www.dlogenpro.com

82



