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INTERVIEW conducted on 06.01.2019 

by 

            Rokiah Hashim (Siti Ruqaiyah Hashim) 

            Malaysian  Born freelance writer, poet, film and theatre critics 

            Peace and Human Rights Activist 

            Now residing in the Balkans, Europe 

 

 

FROM REFUGEE TO RIGHTS DEFENDER 

 

interview with Uyghur poet Aziz Isa Elkun  

 

Tell me, please more about your family and childhood and education background? 

 

I was born in Shayar county in East Turkistan. The region was occupied by the 

Chinese Communist Party in 1949 and re-named in 1955 as Xinjiang Uyghur 

Autonomous Region. Shayar is located close to the Tarim River on the northern 

edge of the world’s second largest desert, the Taklamakan. I lived in our village 

Yengi Chimen until I finished my primary school. My early memories of my 

family are of my mum carrying me to school on her back, and coming home and 

finding there was no food to eat. That was the last years of the China Great 

"Cultural Revolution" and I always felt hungry. 
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After finishing Primary School I went to boarding school in our local town Toy 

Boldi. I didn't know at that time that was I was saying goodbye to the village and 

would never live there again. In 1985 I went to No. 1 High School in Shayar Town. 

I passed the University exam and in 1988 I was accepted to study Russian and 

Chinese languages at Xinjiang University. 

 

How did you go to London and what are you doing now?  

 

I came to London by lorry from Calais, France in August 2001. After I arrived in 

London, I was kept in a refugee "reception centre" near Cambridge for 15 days 

because I had illegally entered the United Kingdom. I was granted political refugee 

status after five months. At that time I gave an interview to the BBC titled 'How I 

got to UK illegally' on Thursday, 14 March, 2002. The story is still on their 

website:  

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/1869263.stm  

 

What is happening to the Uyghur now? - historically, plight of the Uyghur now ?  

 

China has locked up over a million Uyghurs in extra-judicial internment camps. Its 

treatment of the Uyghurs is inhumane. Can you imagine your parents, brothers and 

sisters don’t dare to answer your phone call because they will be arrested and 

locked up in a detention facility if they do? That is exactly what’s happening to 

Uyghurs living outside China’s borders. We can’t get visas to visit our families 

even if our parents are on their death beds and want to see us one last time. This is 

not because we or our parents did something to deserve this treatment, but simply 

because we happen to be Uyghurs. 

Please read this story about my family who are living in East Turkistan:  

http://www.azizisa.org/en/an-unanswered-telephone-call  
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Situation now similar to the Cultural Revolution 1960's or worse?  

 

I think that it is worse than China's Cultural Revolution in the 1960’s. 

 

What has been done and at what level? –UN -ICJ -OIC ? 

China is committing crimes against humanity in East Turkistan but sadly, world 

governments are still doing too little about these crimes. There have been 

worldwide protests against the Chinese Government’s treatment of the Uyghurs, 

and the UN and the European Parliament, UK Parliament and the US Congress 

have raised the issue with China, but China has simply denied the charges against 

it. 

 

What is the best solution to the problem? -Autonomous? Separation?  

The Uyghurs only wanted to live in peace and be granted their rights to cultural 

and religious freedom but now it’s clear that this cannot be expected from China. 

Only Uyghur Independence will solve this crisis. 

 

China charges Uighur as terrorist and extremist. Is that true?  

This is a fake mask made in China for Uyghurs. Uyghur have never given up their 

desire to live as an independent people and independent country, and before 2001, 

China’s campaigns against the Uyghurs mainly took the form of campaigns against 

separatism. Since the "War on Terror" started in 2001, China hijacked the idea of 

"Islamic extremism" and used the fact that Uyghurs are Muslims to legitimate their 

repression of the Uyghur.  

Uyghurs and Tibetans had distinct homelands, identities, history and cultures and 

lived as equals to their larger neighbour China for much of the last 2500 years. 

There were times they were politically and militarily stronger than China and 

provided help when asked. This history is all well-documented, but today China 

treats us as backward, primitive and in need of civilising.  
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What are your hopes and next plans?  

We are in this place today because so many governments are now too indebted to 

China or too keen to make trade deals with China to care about its human rights 

abuses. If international governments were more principled and were willing to 

highlight China’s unacceptable behaviours, we would be in a much better place. 

The world needs to take responsibility for the deteriorating situation before it is too 

late for the Uyghurs.  

 
 

Thank you very much for this exclusive interview for DIOGEN pro culture 

magazine, respectable AZIZ ISA ELKUN. 
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