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Prof. dr. Isak Shema 

FAIK KONICA A DISTINGUISHED PERSONALITY                                  
IN ALBANIEN AND EUROPEAN CULTURE 

Faik Konica (1876-1942) is the most distinguished writer of the XX century Albanian literature. 
He is an emblem of the modern Albanian as well as European culture. Konica was very active in 
the field of culture, literature, publication and science. He is distinguished for his diplomatic 
activity too. From 1896 he is very actively engaged with all his being to create various 
publication organizations. 

Interesting biography, studies, publications and very rich bibliography of Faik Konica with time 
are being enriched with new information and findings. After the period of exclusion from the 
history of Albanian literature and the return in our culture and scientific activity, studies and 
publications putting into light many aspects of the life and work of the man and author well 
known by many distinguished men of art and culture of the 20th century are increased. It is of a 
special interest to write and publish as soon as possible another biography, which would raise the 
curiosity of many readers and researchers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2 

 

Faik Konica was born in Konica. In his biography as well as in the text “ Short chronicle of the 
life and works of Faik Konica” written by Nasho Jorgaqi, April, 1875 is noted as a birth date, 
whereas in the monographic work of Jup Kastrati is noted March the 15th 1876. In many 
biographies dedicated to Konica are given much information about his life, studies, literary 
works and many other overall activities. He attended the primary school during 1881-1884 in 
Konica. He attended secondary school during 1884-1885 in the “Saverian “college in Shkodra. 
During 1885-1886 he attended the Greek school in Konica, He resided in the Empire’s Gallata 
Sarai lyceum   in Istanbul during 1886-1887. He continued his university studies for literature 
and Philosophy in France in the college de Liseux and in Carcassone during 1888-1893. In 1894 
he studied language and literature in the University of Montpellier and in 1895 he was awarded 
with the diploma of Bachelor of Arts and Philosophy   in the university of Dijon and letter of 
honor from the ministry of education. In 1896 he studied Sanskrit and Hindu in College de 
France in Paris. He also studied Hebrew with the French Albanologist L. Benloew. In 1912 he 
studied arts in the Harvard University and is awarded with the diploma Master of Arts. 

 

His contribution as a poet, prose writer, literary critic and translator is very important. 20 poems 
and poetic prose are part of the poetical volume where he treats different literary motives and 
subjects. Among his works there are distinguished prose and essays like : “ Katër pralla nga 
Zullulandi”,” Shqipëria si m’u duk”, “ Dr. Gjëlpëra zbulon rrënjët e dramës së Mamurrasit”, “ 
Shqipëria- kopshti shkëmbor i Evropës Juglindore” and other works like “Çmimi i Revistës”, 
“The Judge” etc.  

 

In his works about Albanian language and literature he raises very important literary, language 
and scientific debates. On the center of attention of this erudite person who is rightfully called 
“the Prince of Albanian language and literature“ is the development and standardization of 
Albanian language, the background of Albanian alphabet, foundation of Standard Albanian (see 
Albanian ABC, For Language, The Albanian dialects and the need of unification, Advance of 
Albanian Language, For foundation of standard Albanian” essays for natural and artificial 
languages (published in Brussels in 1904 in French. (This rare copy was found by Luan Starova 
in the private library of Gijom Aploliner in the Latin quart of Paris). He also focused in   
folkloric works, literary works and especially on the development of Albanian Literature. 

 Konica is the founder of the Albanian literary critics and its affirmation in the field of culture 
and science. As Konica considered the book as a “monument” the works of this famous author of 
the 20th century are also considered monumental. 
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Faik Konica is also one of the most prominent translators. He translated World literature writers 
like Klaidasa, Pier de Ronsar, La Bryer, VICTOR Hygo, Hajne, Shelly, and Shiler. He translated 
fragments of Homer’s Ulysses and Odyssey   in the magazine Albania. He also translated 
fragments of Hesiod works, Seneca, Tit Liv, Plato, Terence, Marin Barlet, Byron, Shakespeare, 
Walter Scot, Ben Johnson, La Fountain, Villar, Bormarsheu, Monten, Lavrdin, Gete, Servantes, 
Shopenhouer, fragment of 1001 nights etc. He also translated the work of Naim Frashëri” 
Notbook of Bektashi, the poem “ Mili e Hajdhia” of Zef Skirroi, songs of Jeronim De Rada.etc. 

 

In 1895 he starts publishing articles. On March 25th 1897 in Brussels he publishes the first 
number of the famous Albanian magazine in French “Albania” which endures till 1902 and 
continues in London till 1909. 12 volumes of the magazine “Albania” in two columns consist of 
4654 pages.  

Konica contributes to other newspapers and magazines like “ Small Albania”(Brussels 1899-
1903), Sun (Boston 1909, 1910, 1913), “The Kruja trumpet”(Saint Louis, Missouri, 1911) the 
Kruja rumble (Durrës 1913-1914) “ flag” Boston 1910), The Albanian from America “ (Boston 
1922-1923)” Switch”(Boston 1923), “Nation in danger”(Boston 1923). 

 

The third volume of Konica’s works in 400 pages consists of 100 articles. There might be many 
other newspaper and magazine articles which are spread or are in manuscript. 

Konica is well known as a researcher and author of many writings on Albanian history. If you 
search in archives, museums and libraries, you can find   lots of material about historical events 
and personalities. He published many articles with historical subject in Albanian newspapers and 
magazines but also in other European countries magazines. Lets mention the famous article 
about the Albanian flag published in February the 15th 1909 “ Shqipëria ka një flamur autentik”, 
articles about the life, the authentic portrait and arms of Scenderbeg, other Albanian 
personalities, the article about the Albanian Patriarch, Arbëresh of Italy and Zara, for Albanian 
resistance, Albanian humanists, Medieval Albania, for the National Renaissance and other 
historical issues of Albanian civilization. The unknown documents that are published by Konica 
are of a great importance for the history of the Albanian nation. The works like “ Parashtresë mbi 
Lëvizjen Kombëtare Shqiptare”, “Shqipëria si m’u duk”, “Shqipëria- kopshti shkëmbor i 
Evropës Juglindore” etc., are very important for the Albanian history, culture and  science. 
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Revista “Albania” (1897) 

Faik Konica communicated with many well-known personalities of the time wherever he lived 
and worked. He sent letters and other material to many Albanians, other diplomats, writers and 
artists, men in power and also to very important figures of the Albanian resistance.  In his letters 
he raised also many problems of his life and literary works. Some of his correspondence has not 
been revealed yet. It is written in Albanian but also in other foreign languages.  

The autobiography of Konica written in 1922 includes , as he says, ”real facts of Konica’s life.” 
From 1896 till now, writes Konica, “for 26 years his work was to think, talk and write about 
Albania. His work during 26 years reveals this. What has remained undiscovered are “the pain 
and wounds he got during this disappointing fight”. He lived and worked for 20 other years. He 
had a final wish expressed in his testament written in Boston in 1942, to be fulfilled by Fan Noli 
and Sejfulla Maleshova (Lame Kodra): 
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“Respected sirs! 

 

I’m dying with the thought that you are the persons that understood me best in this life. The 
ground will not berry me if you, Father Noli, and my little Lame and all other that call 
themselves Albanians will not sent my coffin in my mother land. I have set a side all transport 
expenses for the coffin and money for 2-meter space for my grave in Albania. I’m closing my 
eyes hoping that you the most respected Noli, you respected Albanians and my little Lame will 
fulfill my last wish.” 

 

Faik Konica died in Washington December the 14th 1942.  

Faik Konicas last wish was fulfilled many years later. In 1995 his bones were transferred to 
Albania and were buried in Tirana. 
 

“The bibliography of Faik Konica 1895-1942” written by the famous bibliographer Jup Kastrati 

in 1991, consists of 1583 bibliographical units. It is systemized in chronological order of his 

publications and is considered the most complete bibliography of this author till now. 

Nevertheless many bibliographical entries are not included. Lest hope that in the project for the 

publication of complete works of Faik Konica planned within the corpus “Cultural Heritage of 

Albanian nation ”the complete bibliography will be presented aiming to include also other 

publications from 1942 till today. 

 

Many articles, critics and studies were written for the life and works of Faik Konica. The fifth 
volume of Konica’s works prepared by Nasho Jorgaqi includes 40 studies of different authors for 
Faik Konica. Lately many monographic works are written. There are also some special 
publications like: Faik Konica 1878-1976 (“Vatra “, New York, N.Y.1976), Sabri Hamiti: “ Faik 
Konica: jam unë”(Rilindja, Prishtinë, 1991) Shyqri Galica: “ Konica: modernity, essayistic, 
critics”( Prishtinë, 1997), Abdullah Kajragdiu: “ Me Konicën në Evropë” (Tirana, 1993), Jup 
Kastrati: “ Faik Konica. (Monography), (New York, 1995), “ Faik Konica- Jeta dhe 
Vepra”(Albanological Institute, Prishtina, 1997) etc. 
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Remembering Faik Konica, who according to Apoliner is “The most erudite person Albanian in 
Europe” and “moving encyclopedia” we are rightfully proud. In the introduction of the book 

 “Shqipëria – kopshti shkëmbor i Evropës Juglindore” Fan S. Noli writes: “ All Albanian authors 
that come after Konica, including the writer of these sentences are his pupils”. Faik Konica will 
therefore always be remembered in our cultural and scientific life for his grandiosity. 
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