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MEDIA RELEASE 1
Cyprus ~ a Literary Destination
Five Internationally Renowned Writers in Cyprus in November

an Open Literary Event and a Literary Conference

at the Offices of the Cyprus Culture Foundation
A week from today, on Wednesday, 31 October, five world renowned writers; Miguel Ángel Márquez Guerrero  from Spain, Marcus Roloff from Germany, Kjersti Annesdatter Skomsvold from Norway, Ersi Sotiropoulos from Greece and Mindy Zhang from China / USA will arrive in Cyprus, to be hosted  and brought together with a kaleidoscope of Cyprus – its people, its culture, its history, its traditions.

Short biographies of two of the writers are attached.

The writers will be invited to ‘transport’ this experience into literary texts and together with the texts of the 2011 writers, will be published into an  anthologies in Greek and English in 2013.

On Sunday, 4 November, 09.30 – 13.30, a Literary Conference will take place titled “Language and Translation as means of retaining one’s Identity and a Harmonious Coexistence in a Unified Europe”. The speakers are of course the five writers and -  Constantinos Mastoros, Head, Greek Translation Department, European Parliament; Stavros Karayianni, Associate Professor, Department of Humanities, European University Cyprus; Niki Menelaou, Lecturer, Department of Journalism, Frederick University, Cyprus; Javier Diaz, Gervassini, Head, Aula Cervantes de Nicosia; Despina Pirketti, writer and translator.

Sophia Iordanidou, Lecturer Media and Communication, Open University of Cyprus is the session coordinator and the conference Chairperson is Nicos Peristianis, President, Council University of Nicosia. 

The Open Literary Event will take place on the same day, Sunday 4 November, 19.00 – 21.00. At the event the five writers will share their first impressions / thoughts, which eventually will develop into the final texts. Other foreign nationals that are in Cyprus for longer or shorter periods will also share their thoughts and feelings and these include, Mr Bjorn Luley, Manager Goethe Institut Cyprus, Mr Thomas Stromme, Counsellor for EU and EEA Affairs, The Royal Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs,  as well as representatives of the Greek and Spanish Embassies. Translations in Greek and / or English will be projected on the screen.

Singer / composer Demetris Makris accompanied on the piano by Philip Zilfo will share their music with us.

Books on Poetry and Literature will be on sale by the Publishing House Entipis.

The event is organised by Ideogramma, a non profit cultural organisation and is supported by the Cultural services of the Ministry of Education and Culture, the Embassies of Greece, Norway and Spain, the cultural organisations of  Goethe Institut (Cyprus), Aula Cervantes de Nicosia and NORLA (Norway).

The event is included in the celebratory events of the Cyprus Presidency of the EU. 
Entrance to both events is free.
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Miguel Ángel Márquez (1959, Spain) holds a PhD in Greek Philology (Universidad Autónoma de Madrid) and is currently full Professor of Literature at the University of Huelva, Spain. Besides his extensive academic publications, he has published a collection of poems (Semejante a la Dicha) and a novel (Berlín/SevillaPunto de Fuga). He is currently working on a second novel. [www.uhu.es/miguel.marquez].

Kjersti Annesdatter Skomsvold, born 1979, is from Oslo, Norway. She made her literary debut in 2009 with the novel The Faster I Walk, the Smaller I Am. The book won the TarjeiVesaas First Book Prize. The National Theatre (Oslo) will produce a play based on the novel. Rights for The Faster I Walk, the Smaller I Am have been sold to fourteen countries.Monsterhuman is her second novel and will be published this October.
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