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my heart. | know you were sending the
you doing that?

haiku community. Therefore, whenever | come upon some
be of interest to them, | simply copy/paste alink or text
also most happy when | have a chance to congratulate
eceived some award for his or her poetry.

poet/editor/translator, | believe you enrolled many poets into the
world of haiku. How come it is so difficult to encourage poets to start studying and
writing haiku? Is our Western culture so much different from the Eastern?

SV: | don't think it's difficult to encourage poets to start studying and writing
haiku. They themselves are either interested in haiku or not. | don't seek them. |
may notice some good novice poets, but then again | don't address them to offer



them any advice or instruction. | may ask them to do an interview with them if |
find them interesting enough, but most often they ask me for some information,
and | am happy to assist them if | can.

Haiku poetry seems difficult to be grasped in a short time. The more | study it, the
more | discover how complicated and difficult it isto be comprehended and written

one to choose among them, one needs a good knowledge of the
and development. One needs to constantly read and practice.

finaly got international recognition. Haiku is not a game,
game.

IS has changed, but no
matter how hard you try to change any eutwardhe Faice of things and bodies,

what is inside is much more imports ily uprooted and changed.
Western world is more material <

spiritually oriented. Despite world, and | mean Americain the
first place, with itsgreed and i over the whole world by waging

The modernizati astern countries according to Western standards is more
i iS'Stupid and serioudly funny. No one is capable of uprooting

DjVR: It appears, haiku has been going through transformation these years, we
have several styles and forms of writing, and accordingly, developing theories. Of
course, everything changes all the time, and so does haiku, especialy, asit enters
other cultures and languages. The way we live has changed much, aswell. Instead

2



of birds, fields and butterflies, more and more people live in the urban areas and
write about the buildings, asphalt, cars...

SV: Asyou may know, | don't pay much attention and don't respect any other but
traditional haiku with its origin in Japan and the great masters who mastered the
haiku form and taught us so much about it. Why some have a need to destroy it, |

something new to establish themselvesin this decaying world.
that art must develop and change or else it dies, but | don't thi
haiku. We have examples of great masters who would write |
asthey wrote in their time. The topic is of no importancéyi
urban areas, we can sense seasonal changes, feel nature,
Natureis all around us and we are part of it. Wh jdesi
cannot be taken from us. We just have to be

fragile bodies
in thefirst place.

DjVR: You edit Haiku Svarnost/Reality

Croatia. I'mpéfraid we have to work very hard to catch up with them...

SV: Every culture hasits primer examples, outstanding people in various fields.
Devide and Sedlar were ex Y u haiku pioneers. Their contribution to the spreading
of the knowledge of haiku and its development in our regionsisindelible. And yes,
they both are good haiku writers.



But there are many more today, in ex Y u countries and worldwide.

Y ou say they were true haijin. | know for Sedlar as, according to hiswords, he
never wrote desk haiku. | don't know for Davide, but asfor Sedlar, | wonder if itis
enough for one to be atrue haijin? | myself often write from memory, and that
memory is also pure and rooted in real life experiences. | guessthisisthe case with
many other haiku poets.

So, if you don't mind, | will copy/paste it here

RW: What one poet has had the gr
why?

SV: One poet? | may seargh f¢ tlonand beauty, and | do enjoy reading
and writing, hoping to | ‘ ore. If | am expected to say Basho, as

most would, | won't Itihis inflUEAEE on my conscious mind, but maybe. . . I'll
try toexplain. . . ainted with haiku (“never heard” then) in 1997
asaprogram [ elgrade club. | happened to know aman called Ilija

Brati¢, ar Ilosophy, prose and poetry writer, including haiku,

| can’'t itthat | even listened carefully to their haiku, let alone understood what
they were dl about. When it was over, Ilijatold me that | myself should start
writing haiku. | refused. | didn't have that feeling for such a short, tender,
“meaningless’ form. Out of spite (yes, these are the right words), | just tried to find
out what it was all about, and having spent hours and hours over typed pieces of a
girl (14) who named them haiku (I saved a manuscript she gave me when |



interviewed her regarding her first novel), trying to make out what that famous 5-
7-5wasand. . . finaly found out!

Then | started writing like mad. In aday | produced some 20 pages of what |
thought were haiku. What | had written were but very good pieces of something
else, Ilijatold me, and started showing me haiku by various authors. | was still
against it and ready to leave. Then he took down a book from a shelf, a small,
bright-covered The Old Pond, and | stopped to take the last glance he
“intended” to make from me. | stopped, looked, listened (thank anoue)
... and felt ashamed:

Oh, Matcushima
Oh, Matcushima
Matcushima...

(This poem was not among Basho's hokku that b@ok).
rarely, read poetry books. Only

untiPPI get to know them by heart.
cantation” . . . and of course and first

ner, Ivo Andri¢, who wrote “as if he does not
writer, Jara Ribnikar, said to me in an interview |

you visited our KloStar Ivani¢ haiku meeting ...

ou know that better than anyone else. Especially because of all the
troubles | gave you© And when | finally decided to “hit the road,” here is what
happened:

http://haikureality .webs.com/esejeng103.htm




DjVR: Herein Croatia, we lost several wonderful haiku poets, our average known
haiku poets arein their sixties... What isit likein Serbia? Any youth entering the
haiku world? Why isit so difficult?

SV: Here in Serbiawe have also recently lost severa great haiku poets. Slavko
Sedlar, Rgjna Begovi¢, and a'so Srba Mitrovi¢ and Moma Dimi¢.

From time to time new voices appear, asis Damir Janjalija, whose pment |
have been following from the beginning. He does not write mu
does, he produces gems:

http://simplyhaiku.theartofhai ku.com/past-i ssues/spring- featur View-

damir-janjalija.html

And here iswhere anyone interested in poetry ented,young man may
download his recent haiku e-book, Imprintsof

http://www.medi afire.com/?zren3s8v 6
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