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Vladimir Devidé (1925-2010.)

ABOUT ONE HAIKU BY LJUBOMIR DRAGOVIĆ

The first collection of Ljubomir Dragović's haiku, Dah zemlje (A Breath of Earth), published in Šibenik in 1983, thus, more than twenty years ago, proved Ljubomir to be a mature haiku poet.  A number of three-lined poems in that collection are undoubtedly of a permanent, anthology merit.  I would like to comment on the following:

flower shop –

a salesgirl's smile

on the flowers' petals

A salesgirl's smile is not on her lips only; the one who has seen and felt that smile, who has experienced it, must have „extrapolated“ it through his entire surroundings.  Her smile is the object of the experience permeating all around.  It also reflects and mirrors on the flowers offered by the salesgirl, so that the petals bear the message oft hat salesgirl's smile.  Moreover, if we delve more deeply, it's perhaps not only the salesgirl's smile that has passed over to the flowers' petals, but vice versa as well;  the white and red petals have perhaps woven the smile which has risen to the salesgirls' lips and pearly teeth.

A genuine haiku goes not offer readers a strictly and firmly framed image to which there is nothing to be added;  rather, it offers a skilfully made sketch which induces them to experience all that a poet has – perhaps partially unintentionally – „soothed“.

Objavljeno u zbirci Ljubomira Dragovića Uska staza / A Narrow Road.
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